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Bosrnie neykn

By the Stove

A little fire in the hearth, and the whole of childhood comes back.

"By the Stove" (Vozle pechki) is the Russian voice of one of the most beloved songs in the Yiddish world,
the lullaby-like classic known to generations as "Oyfn Pripetshik.” In the original, a little fire burns in the
hearth, the room is warm, and an old teacher patiently leads small children through the letters of the
alphabet. The melody is gentle and circling, the kind a family hums without thinking, and it has traveled
with Jewish communities across more than a century and many borders.

The song was written by Mark Warshawsky, a folk poet and composer who lived from 1848 to 1907 and
worked in Kyiv, where he set this scene of children learning their first letters by the warmth of the stove.
He wrote many of his songs quietly, almost privately, never quite believing he was a real poet, and yet
"Oyfn Pripetshik" became one of the tenderest and most enduring songs in the whole tradition, carried
from kitchen tables to concert halls and remembered far beyond the world it was born in.

In this recording the song is sung in Russian by Elechka, with new Russian lyrics. It is part of a project
that set out to carry these Jewish songs into Russian so that listeners who never knew Yiddish could still
feel them, hosted on the RIGLI channel and produced by Walter J. Kin (Bnagumup KnH). The
arrangement keeps the original's quiet, hearth-side warmth and lets the melody do its old, familiar work.

These Russian recordings are also where the larger story began. The English-language musical film
JEWISH grew out of these very originals, the same songs and the same spirit, reshaped for a new
audience and a new language while keeping their roots in this older music.

What is striking, in the comments left under the song, is how many people of different backgrounds
describe the same feeling. Tens of thousands of listeners have found their way to this version, and again
and again they write not about technique but about a grandmother by the stove, a grandfather teaching
the alphabet, a childhood that suddenly returns. A song about learning to read becomes, for many, a
song about remembering.

Listen on YouTube

Back to Songs
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What listeners say

Real comments left under the recording on YouTube, translated into English, with the original Russian
beneath each one.

| do not know what it is about this song that makes me cry every time | hear it. | remember my wonderful
father, who was a wonderful grandfather to my daughter. | never knew either of my own grandfathers,
sadly. One died in the siege, the other was killed near Leningrad. And | had just one grandmother, to
whom | owe my life no less than to my parents.

He 3Halto, UTO B 3TOI NECHe TaKoro, UTO 3acTaB/IsseT MeHs NnakaTb Kaxblli pas, koraa st eé cnyluato. U
BCMOMVHAI CBOErO 3aMeyvaTe/ibHOro nary, KOTopblii 6bl1 YyAeCHbIM AeAyLUKOi A51S MOei [OUKN.A
[lefyllek s1,CBOVX He 3Hasa HU OfIHOTO, K CoXaslkHuo. OauH ymep B G/1okay, BTopoli norné nop
JNleHnHrpagom. M 6bina y MeHs Bcero ogHa 6abylika, KOTOpoit 1 06s13aHa X13blo He MeHbLUe, YeM MOUM
poauTensim.

@Hatanua-udn2dg

| listen and | cry. | am 61, but | remember my happy childhood and my wonderful, kind grandfather, who

raised me. It is a pity my grandchildren do not have a grandfather like that. People like him simply do not
exist anymore. He was honest, kind, caring, wise, a very decent man. But he is in my heart! A wonderful

song, beautifully performed. I love all of your songs, really. Thank you!

Cnywato 1 nnavy .... MHe 61, HO BCMOMMHA CBOE CYaCT/IMBOE AETCTBO M 3aMevaTesibHOro Ao6poro
[efyLiKy, KOTOPbIA MEHS pacTW/l... Xaslb ,4TO Y MOUX BHYKOB HET Takoro Aeayliku. [a v niogei
NnofI06HbIX EMY celiuac MPOCTO HET. YeCTHbIA, A06pbIA, 3a60T/IMBbIN, YMHbIA, OUEHb MOPSAA0UHbIA ObI
yenosek. Ho OH ecTb B MoeM cepaue! UyaecHas necHs, UCnosiHeHne npesocxogHoe. MHe BoobLue
HpaBsATCS BCe NECHM B BalleM 1UcnosiHeHun. baarogapto!

@irinasun9849

| remembered myself by the stove, with my grandpa, and the ABC book. | shed a few tears.
BCMOMHMW/IA Cebs y neykn, ¢ aeaynei.. n A3oykoii... BcnnakHynoch ((

@mede0911

My goodness, what a spellbinding voice. | listen to this song again and again. And the tears flow. And
nothing but memories. Jewish songs are full of life; when you listen, the soul weeps. Thank you for this
performance.

Boxe Moli,kakoli 3aBopakmBaroLLmii ronoc. Crywato 1 nepecnyLivBato 3Ty necHr. V1 cnésbl TekyT. U
CNJIOLHbIE BOCMOMVHAHUS. EBpeiickne necHn -kn3HeHHble, cnyas gywa nnadet. Cnacnbo 3a Takoe
NCMOSTHEHME.

@ CothbsaaHoKMHA

Jewish songs are beautiful, melodic, tender. The voice is enchanting and reaches deep into the soul. You
want to listen and listen. And you remember your own closest, dearest people. | had never heard this
song before. Thank you for such a warm performance, and for the chance to listen to Jewish music and
songs.
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EBpeiickne necHu npekpacHble, MenofmnyHble, HeXHble. [0/10C 3aBOPAXMBAET U MPOHUKAET B AyLLY.
XoueTcs cywatb U cnylwath. 1 BCnoMUMHaeLLb CBOMX CaMblX G/IM3KMX POAHbIX

MecHto 3Ty paHblue He crbiwana. Cnacnbo 3a Takoe TENI0e UCMOJTHEHKE M 3a TO, YTO eCTb
BO3MOXHOCTb C/lyLLIaTb €BPECKYH0 My3bIKY 1 NECHW.

@CothbsalaHokHA

Thank you, this song is about my childhood. By the stove with my grandpa, he taught me the alphabet.
So | am not the only one with a memory like this. It touched me.

cnacubo, NecHsl NPo Moé AETCTBO. Y NEUKU C Aefly/1eil OH MEHS YU a3byKe.3HAUNT HEe Y MEeHSl OAHO
Takoe BOCnoMUHaHve. TPoHyo...

@HartanbsalcaeBa-a2b

Me and my grandfather. He was not my blood relative, he was my mother's stepfather, but he was my
beloved grandfather. | still cry to this day.

A 1 Moli geaylika,oH MHe OblsT He POAHO,0TYMM MOE MaMbl,HO 3TO ObIN NKOUMbIN AeAyLIKa,10 CUX
nop nnaauy.

@a-1q9tn

| remember my grandfather, Grigory. It was just as it is in this song.
... 8 benywky BcnoMuHato, Mpuropusi, Tak u 6bi/10, Kak B 3TON NecHe.
@TlanvHaTonctosa-bl3n

Thank you! | listened and quietly sang along. | remember my grandmother, with whom | read books by
the stove when | was staying with her in the village.

Bnarogapto! Cnylwana v Tuxo nognesasna. BcnomuHalo cBoto 6a6yLLUKy C KOTOPOR A YnTana KHUXKN Y
neykn, Korga s roctuna 'y Heé B epeBHe.

@Iludmilalazareva6287

You would think there is only a drop of Jewish blood in me. And yet this is how the soul answers, with a
lump in the throat. | have lost count of how many times | have listened. Thank you!

Kasanocb 6bl - kanns KpoBY BO MHE eBPEICKON. A BOT Tak OTBEYaET AyLua, YTO NPOCTO KOM B rofipe..
Cnywato yxe He 3Halo B Kakoit pas. Cnaunoo!

@BuTyC-X9r

An extraordinary voice. Precious. A very, very talented singer.
Heo6bIKHOBEHHBIN rosioc. [paroueHHblii. O4eHb OYeHb Ta/laHTIMBas NeBuLA.
@lisasimpson305

A wonderful, calm song, and a lovely voice.

UyaecHasi, CnokoliHas NecHs, 1 rosloc XopoLu.

@musorinabronislaval627
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