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EnyT petu

Children on the Train

A lullaby melody carried out of the Lodz ghetto, sung now in Russian so the children are not forgotten.

"Children on the Train" (Egyt getmn) belongs to the Songs of the Holocaust cycle. According to the song's
history, it was written in the Lodz ghetto in Poland after the mass deportation of September 1942, when
nearly all of the ghetto's children, along with the elderly and the sick, were taken away. Most were sent to
the Chelmno death camp.

The words are attributed to Miriam Harel, who set her verses to a Polish folk melody, an everyday
children's tune known before the war. The original is remembered for its painful contrast: a bright,
familiar melody set against a text in which the sun looks into the children's faces but is indifferent to
them. The song is said to have been sung quietly, in a small circle. After the war Harel reached Israel,
and according to the history she performed it for the researcher Gila Flam in 1985, which is how it was
preserved.

The Russian text heard in this recording is a poetic interpretation rather than a literal translation,
intended to carry the meaning of the original into Russian.

Elechka sings it here as part of a project bringing these Jewish songs into Russian for listeners who do
not know the originals. The English film JEWISH grew out of these Russian recordings. This song is
offered with restraint, as a small act of remembrance.

Lyrics, line by line

The full Russian text of the recording, with a plain English translation under each line.
EpyT oetu ceeT cTpynTCA

Children are riding, light streams

B nblnbHOE OKHO

Into the dusty window

CorHue AeTsiM CMOTpUT B /iMua

The sun looks into the children's faces
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CornHuy BCé paBHO

The sun does not care

ConHue BCXOAUT Ha BOCTOKe
The sun rises in the east
MpoBoga ryaar

The wires hum

EanyT enyT no gopore

They ride, they ride along the road
W cecTtpa n 6pat

Both sister and brother

MoOXeT 3710 BCé oLmnbKa

Maybe all of this is a mistake
Heby Bonpeku

Against the will of the sky

3TN XENTble HaLUNBKM

These yellow patches

OTn Galmakm

These shoes

Boli curHana Hag nnatcopmoit
The howl of a signal over the platform
Pe30K 1 yHbIN

Is sharp and dismal

W kauHyncsa AwmK YEpHbIi

And the black box swayed

W nonnbin nonnbin

And it floated away, floated away
Mo nopore eayT Aetu

Along the road the children are riding
3HaTtb 6bl MHe Kyaa

If only | knew where to

Ho B TymMaHHOM »XE&NToM cBeTe

But in the hazy yellow light
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TaroT noesga
The trains melt away
Listen on YouTube

Back to Songs

What listeners say

Real comments left under the recording on YouTube, translated into English, with the original Russian
beneath each one.

It's impossible to breathe.

WHeBo3moxHo gblwars..... ¢

@Fanyp2903

Thank you so much. Very sad. But this must be remembered forever, so that it never happens again.
Cnacnbo orpomMHoe o4eHb nevasibHo Ho 3T0 Hao NOMHUTL Be4Ho UTO 6bl 60sIbLLIE HE NOBTOPSANOCH
@AHaTtonuiiPaHeuknin-u8o

This song reminded me of the war of 1941 to 1945. The yellow patches. | am a lawyer and | know my
country's history well, and so | will not forget the horror | saw with my own eyes back around 1985, when
my colleagues and | came to Lithuania for the weekend and were taken on a tour of the camp at
Salaspils. To this day | remember that horror. It was inhuman, to treat the imprisoned Jewish people that
way.

m e OTa necHs HAMOMHWA MHe o BoitHe 1941-1945.. )KénTble HalmMBkK.. &2 A ropucT. Hennoxo
3Hato nctoputo PoguHbl. V1 nostomy HE 3ABYLY TOT yXac, K-pblii Bugena CBoUmu rnasamm ax ~B 1985
rogy.. Korga mbl ¢ COTpyAHMKaMK Npuexasiv Ha BbIXOAHbIE B J/INTBY. /I HAC NOBEN Ha 3KCKYPCULO B

thawumcTckmii narepb Canacnunc..@ & ... o cux nop MOMHIO TOT Y>KAC! 3TO BECYE/NNOBEYHO!!!
TAK n3gearbCcs Hag, 3ak/II04YEHHBIMN eBPesAMN - HapoLoM Boxbum! i) &)

@HagexaaKosanésa-7u,

A beautiful song, Elya.

Kpacusas necHs, 31

@ivarzmay3749

This recording has fewer published listener comments; the ones above are what we found that fit.
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